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Salus University and University of the Sciences In Strategic Partnership Talks 
 
Elkins Park, PA—The Boards of Trustees at Salus University and University of the Sciences in 
Philadelphia have agreed to discussions to consider forming a broad strategic partnership that could 
lead to a merger of our two long-standing educational healthcare institutions. No time table has been 
set for completion of the talks. 
 
"Although discussions are very much in an exploratory phase, our respective boards recognize that 
the potential for growth as a combined institution far exceeds what either of us can accomplish 
alone," said University of the Sciences board chairman, Marvin Samson.  "We look forward to sharing 
additional information as talks progress."  
 
Salus and USciences offer marquee programs that, if combined, would form a health sciences 
university of considerable breadth and scale. As the landscape of American higher education has 
changed over the past few years, the boards at Salus and USciences believed it was important to 
consider how combining forces would strengthen professional health education delivery and be 
poised to meet the challenges of the 21st century. Both institutions concur that there are tremendous 
opportunities that can be gained from this potential partnership. 
 
Jo Surpin, Chair of the Salus Board of Trustees, stated, “There is considerable due diligence yet to be 
conducted as we determine whether a formal relationship such as that being discussed would be in 
the best interest of our respective students, faculties, professions, and the vast and diverse 
populations we serve.”  
 

# # # 
 
 
 
About Salus University 
Salus University, founded as the Pennsylvania College of Optometry in 1919, today is a diversified, 
globally recognized professional academic center of learning that offers a wide range of degree 
programs in the professions of Optometry, Audiology, Physician Assistant, Public Health, Education 
and Rehabilitation for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Biomedicine, Occupational Therapy and 
Speech-Language Pathology. The University has more than 1,100 students, including PhD 
candidates, and more than 12,500 alumni worldwide. For more information, please visit salus.edu.  
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About University of the Sciences in Philadelphia 
University of the Sciences has prepared students to be leaders and practitioners in the healthcare 
and science fields for nearly 200 years. Key to its distinctive education is a tradition of hands-on 
research and experiential learning that is evident in every graduate who has walked its campus. 
Since its founding in 1821 as Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, the first college of pharmacy in North 
America, USciences has grown to more than 30 degree-granting programs from bachelor’s through 
doctoral degrees in the health sciences, bench sciences, and healthcare business and policy fields. 
Discover how USciences students are proven everywhere they go at usciences.edu. 
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